Sheffield Scrutiny Panel Meeting Minutes
Date:

23rd June 2010
Venue:
Quaker Meeting House, St James Street, Sheffield

Attendees:
Ruslan Takoogla (RT)



Dr Salah Sherif (SS)



Joanne Lowe (JL)



Michelle Cook (MC)



Darren Hopkinson (DH)



Billy Khan (BK)



Jean Gleadhill (JG)


Sylvana Mansell (SM)


Dale Smith (DS)


Andrew Bolland (Chair) (AB)



Adrian Fox (AF) (SYP)


Sean Middleton (SMn) (SYP)
1. Minutes and actions from last meeting
The minutes were agreed as an accurate reflection of the last meeting.

Actions:

AB reported that the Stop Hate UK website has now been updated to contain information of the Sheffield Scrutiny Panel including minutes of meetings. AB also pointed out that anyone wishing to promote relevant activity in Sheffield should contact AB who can arrange for the information to be added to the site.

AF presented the revised process map to be used for hate incidents and hate crime in Sheffield, as discussed at last months panel. AB requested that the process map be forwarded to himself electronically so it can be circulated to panel members and added to the website.

AF advised the meeting that he had carried out an excercise to identify the number of disability hate incidents that had been reported. This identified that the number across South Yorkshire in total was extremely low. As such it was 
agreed that when disability hate incidents are identified as suitable fro scrutiny that they are in future automatically selected for scrutiny, to ensure these types of cases can be reviewed by the panel.

Action: Disability cases to be automatically selected fro scrutiny (AF/AB)

2. Feedback from Last Months Case
K36818/2009

This case involved a simple caution being given by the Custody Sgt which the panel queried. SMn advisede he had checked with CPS who confirmed that the case would have passed the threshold test for prosecution. However when the complainant was contacted they advised that whilst the original statement appeared quite damning, they actually felt less worried about the incident. The incident took place in a domestic situation and the complainants view was that the perpetrator had been unaware of the nature of the relationship between the complainant and another  person until the time of the incident, this being seen as contributing to the perpetrators actions. 

Case can be filed

K15439/2009

This involved an incident on a bus where no CCTV was available but the panel asked if the driver had been contacted for possible information. SMn advised the officer recollected that no CCTV was available and the bus driver had nothing to add. Further enquiries with the Operations Manager at the Bus Depot identified he had not been made aware of any incidents but was now in the process of identifying the relevant driver who will be questioned about his knowledge of the incident.

Action: Case to be brought back to next panel meeting for update.
3. Case Reviews

K109322 

Points raised about initial response time being outside target time. Also identified that when taking the statements the officer did not gain a specific allegation of causing harassment or distress from the victim. Finally the panel identified inappropriate comments regarding the actions of the victims during the incident.

Action: Contact with officer to discuss issues regarding lack of specific allegation in the statement

Action: Contact to be made with victims regarding their views on investigation and outcome  
K18259

Points raised regading potential to gain forensic evidence of the identified weapon and the fact that no VPS appears to have been taken. The case ultimately failed on ID.

Action: Officer to be contacted re Forensic data and to advise of need for VPS

K133878

The panel noted that a FIM had identified that due to the incident being a Hate Incident that its priorioty should be raised to ensure priority was given to progressiong actions relative to the case relative to item 154 on logs.
Action: FIM to be thanked for actions to prioritise case.

K129161

The panel felt the officers involved in progressing the case had taken all steps to ensure the investigation was effective.

Action: Officer to be commended for actions on case

4 Any Other Business

Discussion took place relative to publicising the work of the panel and encouraging reporting. It was identified that whilst Stop Hate UK website could be used to assist, it was a local responsibility to promote activity of the panel and the Stop Hate Line. Specifically Sheffield Pride was mentioned by DH and SMn advised he would contact relevant people to progress the contribution of local criminal justice agencies to this and other local events

Action: SMn to progress involvement in local events

A request was made to increase the length of time of the meetings to 3 hours to allow more in depth scrutiny. It was agreed that this would commence from the next meeting subject to room availability.

AB identified that he was still waiting for responses regarding demographic information as requested via the Police Authority. Anyone who has not yet provided information is asked to provide as soon as possible.

Action : All
4. The next meeting will be held at the Quaker Meeting House, St James Street on Wednesday 28th July 2010, commencing 6pm
Andrew Bolland

New Business Manager
Stop Hate UK




